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SUBJECT: WEST GERMANY - STANDARDS OF FILL FOR WINE 

REF: (A) BONN 17537; (B) LETTER TO W.F. DOERING OF 
OCTOBER 25, 1977. 

1 . THE EC DRAFT DIRECTIVE AMENDING THE EC DIRECTIVE 75/ 

106 ON CONTAINER STANDARDS OF CERTAIN PREPACKAGED 
LIQUIDS INCLUDING WINE. (EC OFFICIAL JOURNAL NO. C 250, 
OCTOBER 19. 1977) PROVIDES FOR A DISCONTINUATION OF 
THE 0.70 LITER BOTTLE FOR WINE AS OF DECEMBER 31, 1982 
AND NOT JANUARY 1, 1980 AS ORIGINALLY REPORTED IN REF. 

(A). THE GERMAN OFFICIAL. HOWEVER, STATED THAT ACCORDING 
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TO PRESENT PLANS. THE GERMAN WINE INDUSTRY WILL HAVE 
COMPLETED THE CHANGE-OVER TO THE 0.75 LITER BOTTLE BY 
JANUARY 1, 1980. THEREFORE AN EXTENSION BEYOND JANUARY 
1 . 1980 OF THE U.S. TRANSITION PERIOD IN WHICH 0.70 
LITER BOTTLES WILL BE ACCEPTED WOULD NOT BE NECESSARY 
FOR THE GERMAN INDUSTRY. 
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2. CERTAIN GERMAN INDUSTRY SOURCES ARE UNDER IMPRESSION 
THAT U.S. HAS ALREADY EXTENDED THE TRANSITION PERIOD 
ACCEPTING WINES IN 0.70 LITER BOTTLES UNTIL JANUARY 1 . 

1980. WE ASSUME THIS IS AN ERROR - BUT PLEASE ADVISE. 

STOESSEL. 
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